Legends of Tarot – A Knight’s Tale

 March 16, 2005



Andrew Joseph & Tom Wachowski

Strange Fun Comics


Tarot story: The Knight Of Pentacles
Background Info: 

Legends of Tarot is a title put out by Strange Fun Comics based out of Chicago – or more correctly, Hoffman Estates, Mokena and Toronto, as it was founded by two guys from Illinois and usurped by the Canuck – me.

Premise: Legends of Tarot essentially takes a Tarot card and tells either a possible origin of why the card looks like it does, or a story that describes the meaning of the card. We’ve been doing this with our independent book for seven years now and have published close to 20 stories relating to the Tarot.
Framing each story (intro and conclusion) is a host – The Dealer – who acts like the Crypt Keeper of EC fame. The Dealer is a gaunt and scary figure like the Keeper, but he wears a card dealer’s hat (see: http://www.drinkstuff.com/products/product.asp?ID=293).
The story styles range from pure slapstick comedy, historical-based non-fiction to drama.  This story is a tribute to living comic book legend Mart Nodell – just because I don’t think we treat the golden age creator’s with enough respect.
In fact, Strange Fun Comics was created by myself as a way to pay homage to Marvel’s Strange Tales, and DC’s New Fun and More Fun Comics.
For drawing reference of the Knight of Pentacles card, we use the Waite-Rider deck (preferred) or the Universal Waite deck.
Page 1, Panel 1

Scene: Show the Dealer atop a horse in full medieval armor. He holds a lance in one hand, though the lance is planted downward in the ground (holding it like a pitchfork in the painting “American Gothic”). In the background, charging towards him in a joust is another knight. The knight’s horse is blowing steam from its nose angrily.

Dealer:

“Greetings and salutations o lost one.  The tale you are about to read pays homage to comic book legend, Mart Nodell.  Read and learn.” 

Page 1, Panel 2

Scene: This is a medieval “art” scene.  Far shot showing a forest opening up into a meadow. Mountains in the background…. Sun, clouds, birds, a startled stag lifting his head – whatever – you’re the artist!. A knight in armor rides a large war-horse (it has some armor, too) and carries a banner in his left hand… the banner streams behind. The knight’s right hand is on the rein.  The banner is an elongated triangle (like a baseball pennant) with a pentacle in the middle. The pentacle is a pentagram within a circle. This is a Black & white comic book…for reference, the banner is a field of GREEN … the pentacle color would have been the artist’s choice. In the caption, letter the “O” in “Once” a nice gothic font per classic fairy tales. 

Caption: Once upon a time, the King of Pentacles sent his only son forth to search for the true meaning of their family crest. Riding his black, heavy horse, he slowly traveled the wondrous lands.

Page 1, Panel 3

Scene: Close up of the Knight covered up to his knees in mud as he helps push an ox and cart out. A peasant farmer is helping by pulling the ox by a rope. Race of the farmer is up to you.  The Knight’s face is visible – half shielded, 

Caption: One morning, he met a farmer whose ox cart had become stuck in the mud. With no thought for his own station, the knight dismounts and jumps into the mud to help. Accepting thanks only, he offers to break his fast with the grateful farmer.

Page 2, Panel 1

Scene: Long, faraway scene of an army resting in an encampment. The view could be from a hillock so we can look down and across the scene. There are many bleeding and hurt soldiers – missing limbs, etc. We see the knight on a bent knee helping to bandage the wounds of an injured man. The knight does not have his face to the reader.

Caption: Later, the Knight of Pentacles spied an encampment of his soldiers who had returned from battle.  He gave aid freely to the bloodied and dying and when some asked his name – he answered simply, “A friend.”

Page 2, Panel 2

Scene: Full body shot of the Knight sitting on a felled log. He is clapping his hands and laughing at a child’s theater showing Punch and Judy. Children sit about him and laugh. From behind the theater box, a 12-year-old child (the exact age is not important - duh) is working the puppets. Yes, I am implying that the knight is childlike… in innocence… at this moment.

Caption: Days later, he stopped to watch a child perform a version of Punch and Judy. He laughed and applauded along with the other children. 

Page 2, Panel 3

Scene: Show the knight on horseback arriving in time to see a hanging. The prisoner is a young man sitting on a saddle-less horse (bareback). He has a hangman’s noose about his neck. Angry townspeople cheer the spectacle.

Caption: When he chanced to come upon angry townsfolk about to hang a thief, he successfully petitioned for the lad’s life, and made him his squire.

Page 3, Panel 1

Scene: Full body shot showing the knight just having finished praying. His banner flag is now a blank triangle and is in front of him planted in the ground.  On the grass where he is kneeling in prayer, a glowing globe with a pentacle in it floats before the Knight. His squire is nearby holding onto their two horses.  IE: the pentacle has removed itself from the banner and taken a solid form in front of the knight.

Caption: Fearing failure for his quest, the Knight prayed to his family’s banner, but when he finished, it was a banner no longer. Floating in front of him shone a glowing globe with brilliant rays of light emanating from the beautiful green star within. 

Squire: 

“The green globe floats!” 

Page 4, Panel 1

Scene: Show the Knight kneeling in front of his father, the King of Pentacles. Around the King are the smiling farmer, soldiers the Knight had helped, the children from the theater, and many other men and women. His squire also kneels but does so behind the Knight.

Caption: After a fortnight’s ride to his father’s castle, a familiar audience met him inside. Before the Knight could show his glowing prize, his father quieted him.

King: 

“After listening to my loyal subjects, my son, I know the true meaning of our family crest – and clearly it is you.”

Page 4, Panel 2

Scene: Large, wide panel. Show the Knight of Pentacles card (if you need a pic of card, I will scan and e-mail one to you) and the creator’s box beside it. The caption runs along the top. The card’s divination meaning runs along the bottom of the card. 

Caption: As for the Knight’s new treasure – the glowing green lantern - he hid it, knowing it would reveal itself when truly needed.

Title: A Knight’s Tale

Caption: Divinatory Meanings: utility, serviceableness, interest, responsibility, rectitude – all on the normal and external plane.

Creator’s Box: 
Andrew Joseph, writer




Insert Name Here: artist, letters &  editor




Mart Nodell, creator of Green Lantern, inspiration

